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forth with a brilliancy and effect which are quite over-
whelming. You have not well recovered from the over-
powering surprise and admiration caused by one of his
brilliant effusions., when another flashes upon you and
produces the same effect. You have no time, nor are you
in a condition to weigh the force of his arguments; you
are taken captive wherever the speaker chooses to lead
you from beginning to end.' 'I have often heard him
commence a speech in a strain of the most exquisite
humour and, by a sudden transition to a deep pathos,
produce the stillness of death in a place in which, but
one moment before, the air was rent with shouts of
laughter. His mastery over the passions is the most per-
fect I ever witnessed, and his oratory tells with the same
effect whether he addresses the "first assembly of gentle-
men in the world" or the ragged and ignorant rabble of
Dublin.1

His second-in-command, Richard Lalor Shiel, entirely
lacks O'ConnelTs imposing appearance. He is a little
dark, frail-looking man, with beaky nose and thin lips;
his voice is shrill and he speaks so fast that he is hard to
follow, but 'in sheer beauty of elaborated diction' he has
probably never been surpassed. Two sons of the great
Henry Grattan form part of this group: the stolid James
and the excitable Henry.

Some Members are identified with particular proposals.
Every year Mr. Charles Villiers proposes that the duties
on foreign corn be abolished; every year Mr. Grote pro-
poses a secret ballot for elections; Mr. Ward would like
the ratepaying clause removed from the Reform Bill.
These suggestions are, of course, ignominiously rejected,
and yet they have all been adopted since.

There is the usual sprinkling of single-track minds.
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